


Both graduates of the 
University of Nottingham 
BA and Royal College of 
Art MA, twin sisters Begum 
and Bike Ayaskan designed 
Growth – a plant pot that 
expands as its occupant 
grows – which was shown 
at designjunction during 
the London Design Festival. 
We caught up with them  
to find out more…

Begum and Bike AyaskanHow are they made?
The pots are made of polypropylene, a 
plastic that is very good for creating living 
hinges. It’s a commonly used plastic that is 
very easy to recycle and safe for planting. 
When using plastics, it is very important 
to consider the life cycle of a product. The 
geometry of the design and the qualities of 
polypropylene allow the pots to be made 
entirely of one material. Once used, each 
pot can be folded back into its initial form. 

What was the most challenging part  
of the design process?
The hardest thing was figuring out the 
geometry and the trigonometry. The 
design is very mathematical, so we had 
to understand exactly how the geometry 
would behave. We went through a lot of 
origami experiments before we were really 
able to start designing properly.

 And the most enjoyable part?
In some ways, it was the same thing! 
Even if it felt impossible at times, we were 
inspired by the story we wanted to tell. But 
the best moment was when we actually 
started understanding what we were 
doing, and we were able to see it all start 
coming together. 

What are the benefits of this system 
over just re-potting?
Throughout the life cycle of a plant, 
especially a tree, repotting means that 
there will be plant pots that will either 
have to be stored or discarded, driving 
consumption and potentially waste. 
Growth is able to expand to up to five 
times its volume – and its expansion is one 
continuous motion, so all the in-between 
sizes are covered too. 

How do you hope people will respond 
to the project? 
We would be very happy if a growing plant 
pot encourages people to want more 
plants in their lives.

What’s the most important thing to 
know about you?
As kids we were in love with nature, but as 
we’ve grown up, we have become more 
and more isolated from it. As a result, 
finding new ways to reconnect with nature 
has become something of an obsession. 

How did you come up with the idea  
for Growth?
We noticed a tree in a garden in Turkey 
going through a big transformation as 
it grew. That got us talking about how 
exciting it would be to make a plant pot 
grow with a plant. The objects we surround 
ourselves with are very static, while in 
nature everything changes, grows and 
evolves. We wanted to design an object 
that could mimic these qualities. We knew 
immediately that we wanted it to look 
complete in its initial stage so when the 
transformation started happening it would 
be a surprise. That’s why we were drawn 
to origami.
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